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Gothic garrison retired by the Flaminian towards Ravenna, where Vitiges
had shut himself up.

Theodora, the empress, a violent and crafty woman, seeing Justinian
now master of Rome, resolved to make use of that opportunity to pro-
mote the sect of the Acephali, or most rigid Eutychian, who rejected the
Council of Chalcedon; and also the Henoticon of Zeno, which Petrus
Mongus, the Eutychian Patriarch of Alexandria, had received, endeavour-
ing in some degree to qualify that heresy. Anthimus, Patriarch of Con-
stantinople, was violently suspected of abetting the Acephali, and by the
credit of the empress had been translated, against the canons, from the
see of Trapezus, or Trebisond, to that of the imperial city. When Pope
Agapetus came to Constantinople in 536 he refused to communicate with
Anthimus because he could never be brought to own in plain terms
two natures in Christ, whereupon he was banished by Justinian; and
St Mennas, an orthodox holy man, was ordained Bishop of Constantinople
by Pope Agapetus himself who, by a circular letter, notified that " the
heretical bishop had been deposed by the apostolic authority, with the
concurrence and aid of the most religious emperor." This affair gave
the empress great uneasiness, and she never ceased studying some method
of recalling Anthimus, till the taking of Rome offered her a favourable
opportunity of attempting to execute her design. Silverius being then
in her power, she endeavoured to win him over to her interest, and wrote
to him requiring that he would acknowledge Anthimus lawful bishop or
repair in person to Constantinople and re-examine his cause on the spot.
The good pope was sensible how dangerous a thing it was to oppose the
favourite project of an empress of her violent temper; and said with a
sigh, in reading her letter, that this affair would in the end cost him his
life. However he, without the least hesitation or delay, returned her a
short answer by which he peremptorily gave her to understand that she
must not flatter herself he either could or would come into her unjust
measures and betray the cause of the Catholic faith. The empress saw
from the firmness of his answer that she could never expect from him
anything favourable to her impious designs, and from that moment resolved
to compass his deposition. Vigilus, archdeacon of the Roman church, a
man of address, was then at Constantinople, whither he had attended the
late Pope Agapetus. To him the empress made her application, and
finding him taken by the bait of ambition, promised to make him pope
and to bestow on him seven hundred pieces of gold provided he would
engage himself to condemn the Council of Chalcedon and receive to
communion the three deposed Eutychian patriarchs, Anthimus of Con-
stantinople, Severus of Antioch, and Theodosius of Alexandria. The
unhappy Vigilus, having assented to these conditions, the empress sent
him to Rome, charged with a letter to Belisarius, commanding him to